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no mind to be with them, for I do clearly find that my wife is troubled at my friendship with her and Knepp, and so dined with my Lord Crew, with whom was Mr. Browne, Clerk of the House of Lords, and Mr. John Crew. Here was mighty good discourse, as there is always : and among other things my Lord Crew did turn to a place in the Life of Sir Philip Sidney, wrote by Sir Fulke Greville,1 which do foretell the present condition of this nation, in relation to the Dutch, to the very degree of a prophecy; and is so remarkable that.I am resolved to buy one of them, it being, quite throughout, a good discourse.2 Here they did talk much of the present cheapness of corne, even to a miracle ; so as their farmers can pay no rent, but do fling up their lands; and would pay in corne : but, which I did observe to my Lord, and he liked well of it, our gentry are grown so ignorant in every thing of good husbandry, that they know not how to bestow this corne : which, did they understand but a little trade, they would be able to joyne together, and know what markets there are abroad, and send it thither, and thereby ease their tenants and be able to pay themselves. They did talk much of the disgrace the Archbishop is fallen under with the King, and the rest of the Bishops also. Thence I after dinner to the Duke of York's playhouse, and there saw "Sir Martin Mar-all;" which I have seen so often, and yet am mightily pleased with it, and think it mighty witty, and the fullest of proper matter for mirth that ever was writ; and I do clearly see that they do improve in their acting of it. Here a mighty company of citizens, 'prentices, and others; and it makes me observe, that when I begun first to be able to bestow a play on myself, I do not remember that I saw so many by half of the ordinary 'prentices and mean people in the pit at 2s. 6d.
1  "The life of the renowned Sir Philip Sidney . . .    Written by Sir Fulke Grevil, Knight, Lord Brook, a servant to Queen Elizabeth, and his companion and friend," was published in 1652, " Printed for Henry Seile, over against St. Dunstans Church in Fleet Street."    This little book was reprinted by Sir Egerton .Brydges at the Lee Priory Press in 1816.
2 Sir Fulke Greville discourses much on foreign affairs, particularly in chapters ii., v., xv., and xvii., where he points out the dangers to this country and Europe generally from the combinations of great powers. He commends Queen Elizabeth for maintaining a fleet of her own ships